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CHAR XXIII.

Of the tradesman's letting Ms wife be acquainted with
his business. Advice to the wives of such not to
be above getting an insight into their husbands'
trade. The want of doing this subjects them to
greater meannesses; sometimes to marry beneath
them, fyc. Reasons that should prevail on the
tradesman in this particular, for the sake of his
family. Two sorts of husbands, who are for
keeping their wives in ignorance. An instance in
point. Particular address to such wives as think
themselves too well born, though they stoop to marry
a tradesman, to descend to the knowledge of busi-
ness. Ridiculous pride of such ladies of small
fortunes, as think they demean themselves by
marrying a tradesman. That the gentlemen of
families act more laudably in this case than the
ladies.

IT must be owned, that though this chapter is
written in favour of the women, it will seem to be
an officious, thankless benefaction to the wives; for
that, as the tradesmen's ladies now manage, they are
generally above the favour, and scorn to be seen in
the counting-house, much less behind the counter;
despise the knowledge of their business, or act as if
they were ashamed of being tradesmen's wives, and
never imagined to be tradesmen's widows.

If this chosen ignorance of theirs comes, some
time or other, to be their loss, and they ever find
the disadvantage of it, they may read their fault in
their punishment, and wish, too late, they had acted